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charges j so, too, did the three servants who succeeded him,
although all three had made guilty confessions in prison. Of
the next thirty witnesses, only three protested their innocence,
and the others admitted one or more of the charges. A
servant complained that the knights treated the servants with
great harshness 5 another servant said that the Templars were
full of cupidity. A knight, Bouches, deposed that he had
seen a head with a long beard which he believed was
worshipped in the chapter j another Templar had been shown
a small copper head at his reception and told to adore it.
William de Saromine had taken it as a bad joke when told to
deny Jesus Christ. Hugh de Narsac, after admitting most
of the charges, accused Jacques de Molay of unnatural
practices with brethren and especially his valet. A knight, de
Fravaux, repeated the tale that de Molay had been chosen
Grand Master through an intrigue. After a number of
further witnesses had confessed to the denial and spitting
came three Templars who admitted indecent kisses and homo-
sexuality also. Bertrand de Caus said that at his reception he
had been told to deny Christ, but that, before he could do so,
there was a shout that the Saracens were about to attack. The
brethren who had been forcing him to deny Christ thereupon
all rushed out to fight under the sign of the cross! Some of
the brethren had only denied Christ under promise of absolu-
tion, others had been told that no one attached any importance
to the denial.
The last of the 231 witnesses was heard on May 26th,
1311, Over two hundred of the Templars admitted before
the commissioners that, on entering the Order, they had been
forced to deny Christ, spit on the cross, and exchange
indecent kisses. About fifty confessed that homosexuality
had been permitted, but almost all of them swore that it had
not been practised to their knowledge. Every witness swore
that he believed in the faith of the Church and that the Grand
Master and other great officers had never given absolution